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2. 01"EEOHRRZRO#EB

In 2017 my main research activities were based around three areas. Firstly, I completed a paper
based on a presentation at the JALT2016 international conference, the focus of which was on
suggestions for improving research methodology in language research. Specifically, this outlined
the importance of the need to understand the assumptions of statistical tests commonly used in
foreign language learning research, and ways to avoid common problems tied to misconceptions
with this methods. These include the use of robust statistical methods, and the graphical
presentation of data as alternatives to the standard practices used now. This paper was published
in the JALT postconference publication, and was selected as one of the four best papers in that

publication (http://jalt-publications.org/node/4/issues/2017-08_2016.1). Since this paper was

published, I have been continuing my research into statistical methodology. As there is a lack of
knowledge about these areas in the field of language learning research, I hope to be able to
further share my knowledge on these topics through future research presentations or

publications.

The second area involved completing research I have been doing into a comparison of two
online assessment systems for extensive reading. While this has been an ongoing project I had
not been able to finish earlier, it is finally nearing completion. I gave a presentation of the key
findings at the JALT2017 International Conference (an expanded version of an earl paper given
in 2016), and a paper based on this was submitted to the Journal of Extensive Reading at the end
of 2017. It has been accepted for publication with revisions, and I plan to have the revised
version to the journal editors soon. I also gave a practical presentation at the Kitakyushu JALT
chapter looking at ways to effectively run an extensive reading program

(http://hosted.jalt.org/chapters/kq/schedule/2017/april/08).

Finally, I collected data for a research project on the effectiveness of helping students develop
and use learning strategies for language learning. This is in relation to resources being used with
students in the eigo jisshu classes for the last few years. I am hoping to get an indication of the
extent to which these resources are helpful for the students, and to work on some ways to
improve their utility. [ have started analysing the data from this project, and will be doing a

presentation on the results at the ILA2018 conference in Kobe (https://ila2018.0rg).

As in past years, | have also been continuing to keep up to data with research and theoretical
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developments in my areas of interest through reading recent publications in the field and

attending relevant conference presentations where possible.
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Collett, P. (2017). Moving towards better quantitative data analysis in FLL research. In P.
Clements, A. Krause, & H. Brown (Eds.), Transformation in language education. Tokyo: JALT.
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